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TEACHER BACKGROUND & PREPARATION

Week 37 | Jesus Grows and Obeys God | Luke 2:41-52

LESSON IDENTIFICATION

Week: 37

Date: Sunday, September 13, 2026

Lesson Title: Jesus Grows and Obeys God

Primary Scripture: Luke 2:41-52

Bible Timeline Placement: Jesus' childhood, between His birth and the beginning of His public ministry

PURPOSE OF THIS LESSON

Luke gives us only a small window into Jesus' childhood, which makes this passage especially important. Jesus
is twelve years old, traveling with Mary and Joseph to Jerusalem for Passover. When the family begins
traveling home, Jesus remains in Jerusalem. After three days of searching, Mary and Joseph find Him in the
temple courts, listening to the teachers and asking questions.

The purpose of this lesson is larger than simply telling children, "Jesus obeyed, so you should obey." That is
true, but Luke is showing us something deeper.

Jesus really became human and really grew from childhood toward adulthood. At the same time, He was
unlike every other child who has ever lived because He is God the Son. Even at twelve years old, Jesus
understood His unique relationship with God the Father.

Then something beautiful happens. Jesus returns home with Mary and Joseph and obeys them.

Children should leave this lesson understanding that Jesus knows what it is like to grow up under the care and
authority of parents. He understands childhood from the inside because He truly experienced it. Yet Jesus did
what none of us has done. He lived without sin.

That matters because the perfectly obedient Son would eventually give His life for disobedient people like us.

Jesus is not merely our example.
Jesus is our Savior.

BOOK AND PASSAGE BACKGROUND

Book: Gospel of Luke

Traditional Author: Luke, the physician and companion of Paul. Luke is identified as a physician in Colossians
4:14 and appears among Paul's coworkers in Philemon 24.

Approximate Date Written: Commonly placed in the first century, with evangelical scholars differing on
whether Luke was written before or after AD 70. Scripture does not give us the exact date, so teachers should
not present a narrow date as certain.

Original Audience: Luke directly addresses a man named Theophilus in Luke 1:3, although the Gospel was
clearly intended for wider Christian use.

Purpose of the Book: Luke explains his purpose himself. He carefully investigated the events concerning Jesus
so that Theophilus could "know the certainty of the things you have been taught" (Luke 1:4).

That opening matters for our curriculum because Luke does not present Jesus as a legend. He deliberately
grounds his Gospel in testimony, investigation, people, places, rulers, families, and historical events.

HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT
Luke begins this passage by telling us:

"Every year Jesus' parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover."
Luke 2:41

Passover remembered God's rescue of Israel from slavery in Egypt. Exodus 12 records the first Passover,
when God instructed Israelite families to sacrifice a lamb and place its blood on their doorframes. God spared
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those households from judgment and later brought His people out of Egypt.
By the time Jesus was growing up, Jewish families had remembered God's rescue for generations.

Adult Jewish males were commanded to appear before the Lord for appointed festivals, including Passover,
according to Exodus 23:14-17 and Deuteronomy 16:16. Luke's wording also shows that this journey was a
regular part of Jesus' family life.

Jesus was twelve during this particular visit.

That does not mean Scripture is telling us this was Jesus' bar mitzvah. Modern readers sometimes bring later
Jewish customs into the passage. Luke simply tells us His age and what happened.

Travel also looked very different from modern family travel. Extended families, neighbors, and other pilgrims
could journey together toward Jerusalem. That helps us understand how Mary and Joseph could travel for
some distance before realizing Jesus was not among their relatives and friends.

"Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day."
Luke 2:44

Mary and Joseph were not casually abandoning Jesus. They apparently believed He was somewhere among
their traveling group.

When they discovered He was missing, they returned to Jerusalem.

For a parent, that must have been a serious search. Still, we should be careful about adding feelings Luke
does not describe. Mary later tells Jesus that she and Joseph had been anxiously searching for Him in Luke
2:48. Beyond what Scripture tells us, we should resist inventing emotional details.

IMMEDIATE BIBLICAL CONTEXT

Just before this passage, Luke describes Jesus as a young child:

"And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him."
Luke 2:40

Then Luke takes us forward to Jesus at twelve years old. After this account, Luke moves almost completely
past Jesus' remaining years at Nazareth. Luke 3 introduces John the Baptist and then the beginning of Jesus'
public ministry when Jesus is about thirty years old.

That makes Luke 2:41-52 remarkable. This is the only canonical Gospel account giving us a specific event
from Jesus' childhood between His infancy and adulthood.

We should notice what Scripture does not do. It does not fill Jesus' childhood with fantastic miracles. It does
not give us invented childhood adventures. It gives us one careful account centered on Jesus' identity,
wisdom, relationship with His Father, and obedience.

That restraint is important when teaching children. We should be content with what God chose to tell us.

CORE TRUTH 1: JESUS IS TRULY HUMAN AND TRULY GOD

"And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man."
Luke 2:52

Jesus did not merely look human. The eternal Son of God truly took on human nature. John 1:14 says, "The
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us." Philippians 2:6-8 also teaches that Christ truly humbled
Himself and took the nature of a servant.

Yet Jesus never stopped being God the Son.

This is important for teachers because children may ask a surprisingly good question: "If Jesus is God, how
could Jesus grow in wisdom?"

We should not pretend that the mystery of Christ becoming human is easy. Christian teaching has historically
confessed what Scripture reveals: Jesus is truly God and truly human. His divine nature did not stop being
divine, while His human life involved real human development.
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The current Alliance Statement of Faith states this clearly: "Jesus Christ is the true God and true man."

For children, we can make this much simpler: Jesus really became one of us, but He never
stopped being God the Son.

CORE TRUTH 2: JESUS KNEW GOD AS HIS FATHER

"After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and
asking them questions."
Luke 2:46

Notice the balance. Jesus is listening. Jesus is asking questions. And those listening to Him are amazed by His
understanding and answers.

"Why were you searching for me? Didn't you know | had to be in my Father's house?"
Luke 2:49

This is one of the most important statements in the passage. Jesus refers to God as "my Father." Joseph had
faithfully served as Jesus' earthly father, but Jesus understood that His identity went beyond His earthly
family. God is His Father in a unique sense.

"The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one
to be born will be called the Son of God."
Luke 1:35

Jesus is not becoming God's Son in the temple. He is revealing who He already is.

CORE TRUTH 3: JESUS OBEYED WITHOUT SIN

"Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them."
Luke 2:51

Jesus knew He was God's Son, yet He willingly lived under the proper authority of Mary and Joseph. His
obedience was not an admission that they understood everything better than He did. In fact, Luke specifically
tells us that Mary and Joseph "did not understand what he was saying to them" in Luke 2:50.

Jesus obeyed even when they did not fully understand Him.

This gives us a helpful connection to children, but we need to handle it carefully. The lesson should never
become simply: "Jesus obeyed His parents, so behave yourself."

Jesus certainly gives us the perfect example of obedience, and Ephesians 6:1 tells children to obey their
parents in the Lord. But there is a much larger gospel truth here.

All of us have disobeyed God. Romans 3:23 says that "all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." Jesus
did not. Hebrews 4:15 says Jesus "has been tempted in every way, just as we are, yet he did not sin."

The obedient child in Nazareth would become the obedient Savior who went all the way to the cross.

CORE TRUTH 4: JESUS' PERFECT OBEDIENCE MATTERS TO OUR SALVATION

Children know what disobedience feels like. A parent says not to do something, and we do it anyway. A
teacher gives an instruction, and we ignore it. Someone tells the truth about something we did, and suddenly
we want to blame someone else.

Adults know that same struggle in different forms. Our problem is deeper than occasionally making poor
choices. Sin is our rebellion against the God who made us and loves us.

"For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the
obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous."
Romans 5:19

Adam disobeyed. We have followed that same road of sin. Jesus obeyed.

His obedience ultimately led Him toward the cross, where He willingly gave His life for sinners. Philippians 2:8
says He "humbled himself by becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross!" Then Jesus rose from the
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dead.

Children do not need merely to leave thinking, "l should obey better." They need to know, "l need Jesus
because | have not obeyed perfectly, and Jesus came to save people like me."

CORE TRUTH 5: CHRISTIAN OBEDIENCE GROWS FROM TRUST IN JESUS

Once children understand grace, obedience finds its proper place. We do not obey so Jesus will finally love us.
We do not obey so God will decide we are good enough to save.

We obey because Jesus saves us and begins changing us.

This fits naturally with the Alliance understanding of Jesus as our Sanctifier. "Sanctifier" is a word children
probably will not know.

A simple explanation is: Jesus does not only forgive us. Through the Holy Spirit, He keeps
working in us and helps us become more like Him.

We will never reach sinless perfection through our own effort in this life, but those who belong to Jesus are not
left alone to fight sin. God changes His people.

GOD AS TRINITY

This passage gives us a natural opening for Trinity teaching without forcing the subject. Jesus speaks about
His Father. Jesus is the Son. Luke's earlier account of Jesus' conception explicitly mentions the Holy Spirit in
Luke 1:35.

God is one God in three Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
The Father is God. The Son is God. The Holy Spirit is God. Yet there are not three gods. There is one God.

The current Alliance Statement of Faith expresses the same biblical teaching, confessing one God who exists
eternally in three Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Teachers should avoid illustrations involving water, eggs, clovers, or one person changing roles. Those
pictures usually create more confusion than clarity. We do not need an object lesson to make God
manageable. We can simply teach children what Scripture reveals.

RELIABILITY OF SCRIPTURE

"With this in mind, since | myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, | too decided
to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the
things you have been taught."

Luke 1:3-4

Luke presents himself as someone investigating real events. His Gospel repeatedly names real places and
historical figures. Jerusalem, Nazareth, the temple, Passover, and Jewish pilgrimage practices belong to the
real first century world.

That does not mean archaeology can prove every sentence in Luke 2 happened exactly as Luke records it.
Archaeology cannot dig up Jesus sitting among the teachers. We should be careful with the word proof.

Historical evidence can confirm that Luke describes a recognizable historical world. Our primary reason for
receiving the passage as God's Word remains Scripture itself.

A healthy apologetics pattern for children: What does the Bible say? What does history help us
understand? What are we only guessing about?

We do not know everything Jesus said to the teachers. We do not know which teachers were present. We do
not know exactly where the traveling group stopped. We do not know most of the details of Jesus' childhood.
And that is all right.

Faithful Bible teaching does not need invented details to make Scripture interesting.

APOLOGETICS FOUNDATION
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A child may eventually hear someone say, "The Bible barely tells us anything about Jesus as a child, so maybe
people made up the rest later."

There actually were later writings outside the Bible that claimed to describe unusual events from Jesus'
childhood. Those writings should not be treated as Scripture or mixed into this lesson.

The four canonical Gospels are remarkably restrained. Luke tells us what his careful investigation supports,
and then he moves forward.

That restraint is worth noticing. We do not strengthen children's faith by filling silence with legends. We
strengthen their faith by showing them that Christians can be honest about the limits of our knowledge.

Sometimes a very faithful answer is: "l do not know because God did not tell us."

ANTICIPATED CHILD QUESTIONS

"Did Mary and Joseph lose Jesus?"
For a time, they did not know where He was. Luke 2:44 says they believed He was somewhere among their
traveling group. When they realized He was missing, they returned to Jerusalem and searched for Him.

"Was Jesus being disobedient by staying at the temple?"
Scripture never says Jesus sinned. Hebrews 4:15 explicitly tells us that Jesus was without sin. Luke also
deliberately tells us that Jesus returned to Nazareth and was obedient to Mary and Joseph in Luke 2:51.

"Why didn't Jesus just tell them where He was going?"
Scripture does not tell us. We should not invent an answer.

"Did Jesus know He was God's Son?"
This passage strongly shows that Jesus understood His unique relationship with the Father. In Luke 2:49 He
calls the temple "my Father's house."

"If Jesus is God, why did He have parents?"
Because Jesus truly became human. Mary was His mother, and Joseph served as His earthly father. Yet Jesus
is eternally God the Son. John 1:14 says the Word became flesh.

"Did Jesus ever do anything wrong as a kid?"
No. Hebrews 4:15 says Jesus was tempted as we are, "yet he did not sin." First Peter 2:22 also says, "He
committed no sin."

COMMON MISUNDERSTANDINGS

1. Jesus was just an unusually smart child.
Luke shows much more than intelligence. Jesus identifies God uniquely as His Father, and the surrounding
Gospel has already identified Him as the Son of God.

2. Jesus became God's Son later.
No. Luke identifies Jesus as the Son of God before His birth in Luke 1:35. His words in the temple reveal His
identity rather than create it.

3. Jesus sinned by worrying His parents.
Scripture does not say that. Other passages explicitly teach that Jesus was without sin, including Hebrews
4:15.

4. Jesus' obedience means children should obey every adult no matter what.

No. Biblical obedience never requires a child to cooperate with abuse, unsafe touching, violence, secrecy
about harm, or another person's sinful behavior. A child who feels unsafe should tell a parent, teacher, pastor,
caregiver, or another trusted adult who can help protect them.

5. Good children earn God's love.
That would turn Christianity upside down. Salvation is God's gift through Jesus. Ephesians 2:8-9 teaches that
we are saved by grace through faith, not by our works.

GOSPEL CONNECTION
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There is a quiet road running from Nazareth toward Calvary. At twelve years old, Jesus is already speaking
about His Father. He returns home and lives in obedience.

Years later, Jesus will speak again about doing His Father's will. Eventually that obedience leads Him toward
the cross.

We have sinned against a holy and good God, and none of us can repair that separation through better
behavior. Jesus, God the Son, lived the sinless life we could not live. He willingly died for our sins, taking the
judgment we deserved, and He rose bodily from the grave.

Those who turn from sin and trust Jesus are forgiven and receive new life.

The deepest message is not: Look how obedient Jesus was. Try harder.

It is much better news: Look at Jesus.

Here is the Son who perfectly loved and obeyed His Father. Here is the Savior who would eventually carry our
sins to the cross. Here is the risen Lord who now gives His people forgiveness and, through the Holy Spirit,
begins changing us from the inside.

The Alliance describes this Christ centered hope through Jesus as Savior and Sanctifier, while also confessing
Him as Healer and Coming King.

Jesus does not merely show children how they should live. He gives sinners what they need most.
He gives us Himself.

TEACHER HEART PREPARATION

Before teaching this passage, it may help to sit quietly with one uncomfortable truth. Children are going to
hear a lesson about obedience from adults who have not always obeyed God themselves. Neither have I. That
should soften the way this lesson is taught.

Luke 2 does not give us permission to stand over children and demand better behavior. It gives us an
opportunity to stand beside them and point together toward the only perfectly obedient Son.

Some children in the room will come from peaceful homes. Others may live with tension, divorce, addiction,
neglect, anger, or fear. Some may hear the word "father" and immediately think of someone loving. Another
child may hear the same word and feel something painful.

So when we tell them about God the Father, we should not begin by saying He is simply like their earthly
father. We begin with God. God is the measure of perfect fatherhood.

And when we speak about obedience, we can make room for grace. A child may leave remembering that
Jesus obeyed Mary and Joseph, and that would be good. But | hope they leave remembering something even
greater.

Jesus knows what it is like to be a child.

Jesus knows what it is like to grow.

Jesus knows what it is like to live under authority.
Yet Jesus never sinned.

And when we fail, He does not stand far away waiting for us to become good enough. He came for us. He lived
for us. He died for us. He rose for us. And He is still at work in those who trust Him.

That is where | would let the teacher's heart rest before walking into the classroom.

Prayer focus: Father, help me show these children Jesus clearly. Keep me from turning obedience into shame
or making good behavior sound like the gospel. Help me teach Your Word faithfully and gently. Let every child
understand that Jesus is the sinless Son of God, the Savior of sinners, and the One we can trust. Through Your
Holy Spirit, help us love You and grow in obedience because we belong to Christ. Amen.
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