Teacher Background & Preparation Sheet

For Teacher Study Only — Not Read Aloud

LESSON IDENTIFICATION

Week #: 10 Date: March 8, 2026

Lesson Title: Isaac & God's Faithfulness
Primary Scripture Passage(s): Genesis 22:1-19

Bible Timeline Placement: Patriarch Period — After God's covenant promise to Abraham (Genesis 12; 15; 17;
21), before the birth of Jacob and Esau (Genesis 25).

PURPOSE OF THIS LESSON

Children will learn that God is faithful to His promises even when obedience is difficult. They will see that God
provided a substitute sacrifice for Isaac and that this points forward to Jesus, whom God provided as our
Savior. They will understand that we trust God because His Word is true and because He always keeps His
promises.

BOOK & PASSAGE BACKGROUND

Book Name: Genesis

Traditional Author: Moses (see Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 31:9)

Approximate Date Written: Around 1400 BC

Original Audience: The people of Israel after leaving Egypt

Purpose of the Book: To reveal God as Creator (Genesis 1:1), to explain the origin of sin (Genesis 3), and to

show God's covenant plan to bless the world through Abraham's family (Genesis 12:1-3).

Genesis 22 comes after God miraculously gave Abraham and Sarah their promised son Isaac in Genesis
21:1-3. God had clearly promised, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned" (Genesis 21:12).
This promise makes Genesis 22 especially significant.

HISTORICAL & CULTURAL CONTEXT

Abraham lived in the ancient Near East, where pagan nations sometimes practiced child sacrifice. However, the
Lord had already shown His holy character and moral authority (Genesis 18:25). Genesis 22 does not promote
human sacrifice. Instead, it reveals that the one true God rejects it and provides His own sacrifice.

Mount Moriah (Genesis 22:2) later became the location of Jerusalem and the temple (2 Chronicles 3:1). This
geographical detail anchors the account in real history and connects it to Israel's future worship.




IMMEDIATE BIBLICAL CONTEXT

Before:

God established His covenant with Abraham (Genesis 15; 17). Isaac was born as the promised son (Genesis
21:1-3).

After:

God reaffirms His covenant promise because of Abraham's obedience (Genesis 22:16-18). Isaac grows and
becomes the father of Jacob (Genesis 25).

Why This Moment Matters in God's Plan:

Genesis 22 reveals that God keeps His covenant promises and foreshadows the coming Savior. It prepares the
way for understanding substitutionary sacrifice, later fulfilled in Christ (Isaiah 53:5-6; John 1:29).

KEY THEOLOGICAL TRUTHS — APPLIED TO THIS WEEK'S LESSON

Core Truth #1: What This Lesson Teaches About God

God is faithful and trustworthy.

God had promised Abraham descendants through Isaac (Genesis 21:12). Hebrews 11:17-19 explains that

Abraham trusted God even to the point of believing God could raise Isaac from the dead.

God is the Provider.
Genesis 22:14 — "So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide." God provided a ram as a
substitute.

God keeps covenant promises.

Genesis 22:16-18 confirms God's oath to bless the nations through Abraham's offspring.

Core Truth #2: What This Lesson Teaches About People

People must trust and obey God even when they do not understand everything. Genesis 22:3 shows Abraham
rising early to obey.

Faith is demonstrated through obedience (James 2:21-22 references this event).

Humans are dependent on God's provision. We cannot save ourselves.

Core Truth #3: What This Lesson Teaches About Salvation
God provided a substitute in place of Isaac (Genesis 22:13).

This points forward to Jesus:
John 3:16 — God gave His Son.
Romans 8:32 — God did not spare His own Son.
1 Peter 1:18-19 — Jesus is the Lamb without blemish.

Genesis 22 prepares the heart to understand the cross.

Core Truth #4: Trusting God's Word



God's promises in Genesis 12:2-3 and 21:12 were not canceled by the test in Genesis 22.
Scripture shows unity:
The promise — the test - the reaffirmation (Genesis 22:16-18).

This consistency supports the reliability and theological unity of the Bible (Luke 24:27).

Core Truth #5: God as Trinity
God the Father commands and provides (Genesis 22:1-2, 14).
God the Son is foreshadowed as the beloved son and ultimate sacrifice (John 3:16; Hebrews 9:26).

God the Holy Spirit strengthens believers to trust and obey (Romans 8:11; Galatians 5:22-23).

Simple Teaching Statement:

God is one God in three Persons — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

RELIABILITY OF SCRIPTURE

Historical Anchoring:
Mount Moriah later identified with Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 3:1).

Manuscript Evidence:

Genesis is preserved in ancient Hebrew manuscripts and the Dead Sea Scrolls, demonstrating textual
consistency.

Theological Unity:
Genesis 22 connects clearly to Isaiah 53 and the New Testament teaching on Jesus as the Lamb of God (John
1:29).
Fulfilled Prophecy:
Genesis 22:18 — "Through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed."

Galatians 3:16 identifies that offspring as Christ.

APOLOGETICS FOUNDATION

Is this event believable?
Scripture presents it as historical narrative, not parable.
Hebrews 11:17-19 treats Abraham and Isaac as real historical people.

James 2:21 references the event as factual.

Did God command something wrong?
Genesis 22:12 shows God stopping the sacrifice.

Deuteronomy 12:31 later clearly condemns child sacrifice.

This was a unique test, not a pattern of behavior. The point was trust and provision, not cruelty.



ANTICIPATED CHILD QUESTIONS

Why would God ask Abraham to do something so hard?
Genesis 22:1 says God tested Abraham. A test reveals trust. God already knew Abraham's heart, but this
showed Abraham's faith clearly.

Was Isaac scared?
The Bible does not describe fear. Isaac asked a question in Genesis 22:7. Abraham answered with trust in
God's provision (Genesis 22:8).

Did God really want Isaac to die?

No. Genesis 22:12 shows God stopping Abraham. God provided a ram instead.

Why is this important for us?

Because it shows how God later provided Jesus in our place (Romans 5:8).

COMMON MISUNDERSTANDINGS

Misunderstanding: God enjoys testing people painfully.

Correction: God tests to strengthen faith, not harm His people (James 1:2-3).

Misunderstanding: Isaac is the same as Jesus.

Correction: Isaac points to Jesus but is not Jesus. Jesus alone is the true Savior (Acts 4:12).

GOSPEL CONNECTION

Old Testament New Testament Fulfillment

Isaac carried the wood (Genesis 22:6). Jesus carried His cross (John 19:17).

God provided a ram as a substitute (Genesis God provided Jesus as our substitute (2

22:13). Corinthians 5:21).

Abraham said, "God himself will provide the lamb" John the Baptist declared, "Look, the Lamb of God"
(Genesis 22:8). (John 1:29).

TEACHER HEART PREPARATION
Pray for courage to teach difficult passages with clarity and tenderness.
Remember: God's faithfulness did not fail Abraham, and it will not fail you.

Reflect on Romans 8:32 — "He who did not spare his own Son... how will he not also... graciously give us
all things?"



Trust the Lord who provides.



